
Student worksheet for Family Field Trip #2, St. Andrew’s in Greenwald 

Grades 1-5 

 

1) Listen to the short online video clips of people talking about St. Andrew’s in Greenwald (links to the videos are posted 

on the One in Faith website under the education tab https://www.oneinfaith.org/education and also on the One in Faith 

facebook page https://m.facebook.com/profile.php?id=108384240820133&ref=content_filter) .    

Pay attention to places where the speakers talk about CHURCH as COMMUNITY OF PEOPLE (maybe they are talking 

about people they pray for or artist who helped create art in the church building?).  

 

2) Write 1 example from 1 of the videos where the person was talking about a member of the church community:  

 

______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

3) Look up these Scripture passages about CHURCH in a Bible at home or online (https://bible.usccb.org/bible): 

Luke 6:27-28 

James 5:13-15 

These passages say that God asks us to pray for each other – the church community is supposed to pray for the church 

community (in the church building or outside of the church building!) 

We are told to pray especially for the sick, and for our enemies. 

 

4) As Catholics, we believe that our loved ones who have died are members of the church community, just as much as 

we are.  We take time to remember them in a special way on All Souls Day and throughout the month of November.  We 

pray for them, and we ask them to pray for us. 

Write down the names of some friends and family members who have died: ___________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

5) Take a few minutes as a family to say a prayer for the church community, especially for the sick, for your enemies, 

and your loved ones who have died.  Also be sure to ask those who have died to pray for you too. 

 

6) In the 25 Questions About What We See in a Catholic Church book, read #9 about statues of saints.   

Even though we may not think of them this way, the saints are also members of our church community.  We pay special 

honor to these holy people on All Saints Day and throughout the month of November. 

Write the names of the 2 saints that are there statues of, in St. Andrew’s: _____________________________________ 

https://www.oneinfaith.org/education
https://m.facebook.com/profile.php?id=108384240820133&ref=content_filter
https://bible.usccb.org/bible


 

7) Now, think about the videos again, but this time pay attention to places where the speakers talked about the CHURCH 

as BUILDING. 

Describe what your favorite part of this church building is.  Say one thing about why you like that part of the church 

building. 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

8) In the 25 Questions About What We See in a Catholic Church, read #14-16 (about the sacristy, ambo, and altar).   

Walk up into the sacristy at St. Andrew’s.  It is a traditional sign of respect to bow to the altar, and to genuflect in front 

of the tabernacle. 

On the back wall of the sacristy there is a large wood carving against the wall.  Take a close look at the wood carving and 

pay special attention to the 5 circles that each have a different image carved into them (most of them are animals).  

Look closely at the one in the center; that is a carving of a pelican.   

Parent, take a minute yourselves to read the homily (attached to this packet) about Jesus as our pelican and then 

explain to your children why Christians use a mother pelican as a symbol for Jesus in church buildings.   

See if your children can think of any other animals who do a good job of taking care of their babies: 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

8) Now look at the other 4 carved circles.  They are carvings of an ox, an eagle, a lion, and a man.  Why are those 4 

things carved here, in the sacristy? What do they symbolize? (Hint: google: eagle, lion, ox, man, and see what you get!) 

 

________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

9) Find the baptismal font in St. Andrew’s (hint: it’s near the big Easter candle).  Either draw a picture of the baptismal 

font here or take a picture of it and text the picture to our Remind App!         

 

 

 

 



Jesus, Pelican of Mercy 
(excerpts from a sermon by Reverend Matthew Moretz, May 2012) (https://stbarts.org/worship/sermons/lord-jesus-

pelican-of-mercy/ 

Did you know that this Mother Pelican is a symbol for Christ? In the old days, everyone used to know this. Thomas 

Aquinas once sang about Jesus as a pelican: “Pie Pelicane. Jesu Domine.” “Lord Jesus, Pelican of mercy.” This doesn’t 

make any sense unless you know that there was an ancient understanding concerning the mother pelican. In lean and 

desperate times, rather than have her children starve, the mother would take that long beak and pierce her own side with 

her sharp point. The hatchlings would be saved from starvation by the blood that would flow from their mother’s breast . . . 

And so, the pelican became a perfect example of the sacrificial love of a parent for her children. Just as Jesus is the good 

shepherd who lays down his life for his sheep, Christians in times past made the connection that Christ is also the good 

pelican that lays down her life’s blood for her children. As her side is pierced for her children, so his side is pierced for our 

sakes on that horrible cross. So now you understand why Aquinas would sing, “Pie Pelicane. Jesu Domine.” 

 

There is a reason that we don’t sing about the Mother Pelican Christ anymore. We made a slight error. It’s a little 

embarrassing. Every pelican has this large throat pouch. It can hold a great deal of food that the mother can gather while 

she is out and about and then bring the meal home to her children. It’s as if your neck had its own convenient doggie bag. 

But, when the mother pelican comes back to the nest, she can’t turn her throat upside-down. That would be too awkward. 

She has to push her throat pouch against her chest with her beak to squeeze all of that food out into the nest so that her 

babies can eat. And the chicks would be scrambling all over her to get their fill. Here’s the thing, though. The inner lining 

of the mother’s throat pouch for some pelicans is blood red. And so, from afar, ancient people would watch the pelican 

feeding her children from her neck haul, and because of the color of the inside-out pouch, it would often look like the 

babies were drinking their mother’s blood.  

 

So, I’m sorry to say, the pelican doesn’t really pierce herself. The hatchlings don’t really drink her blood . . . But, in the 

mother pelican’s defense . . ., to provide for her children, this mother must dig deep into herself; she gives all that she has 

from that pouch. Despite our mistake, the pelican still holds up as a vivid symbol of motherly care and Christ-like love. 

For this is what we are about, today. In our readings, we are coming to some clarity about how Christ-like love behaves in 

the world. For when we listen to Christ, and watch his actions in the world, we are given the supreme example of true care 

and friendship, not just for parents to their children, but also for everyone to everyone else. Jesus puts it so well: “This is 

my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. No one has greater love than this, to lay down one's 

life for one's friends.” He encouraged his disciples back then, and he encourages us today, to abide in a friendly love that 

involves laying down our lives. This is heavy stuff! 

For example, this past week, a young woman in London, Jemima Layzell, was getting ready for her mother’s birthday 

party when she collapsed and sadly, fell prey to a brain hemorrhage, and died. It has been a painful time for her family, 

but what is so remarkable was that her choice to be an organ donor had her saving the lives of eight other children. A few 

children shared her liver. Her lungs were given to another girl her age. Her heart went to a boy of five. She never met 

these people, didn’t know a thing about them, but who would hesitate to say that she had eight new best friends? 

Our true friends are not determined by our similarity, proximity, our confidences or some algorithm. And, for parents out 

there, your true children are not merely determined by those whom you have borne. Our true friends and children are the 

ones for whom we are willing to lay down our lives. Pelicans may not give of their life's blood, but people surely can. It 

could be a literal giving, with a donation of organs. It could be a figurative giving, say, by taking the risk of standing with 

someone who is being bullied, making oneself vulnerable to the same attacks. There are so many ways to give our lives 

for others. 

So, hold this thought in prayer. How many people can you truly name for whom you would be willing to lay down your life 

if the need arose? Surely that list pales in comparison to your Christmas card mailing list or your list of Facebook friends. 

There is a friend list that matters so much more than these. Who is on it? A handful? One? Anyone? If you are a parent, 

does that list extend beyond your family? Who are your real friends? Perhaps, in prayer, when you come to receive the 

body and blood of our Lord who laid down his life for our sake, perhaps you will be inspired by this holy meal to make your 

real friend list a little bit longer. Your spiritual task is to make the friend list of people for whom you are willing to lay down 

your lives, the list of people for whom you are willing to love to the end, to the hilt, to make that list ever longer as you 

make your way through this world. What will it take to have your heart to be stretched by God, giving it room for more 

people to love? 

https://stbarts.org/worship/sermons/lord-jesus-pelican-of-mercy/
https://stbarts.org/worship/sermons/lord-jesus-pelican-of-mercy/

