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In 1961—58 years ago—Yuri Gagarin became the first human being to 
enter outer space. His space travel took him 203 miles above earth in a 90 
minute orbit around the earth. it was a breakthrough in the space race 
between Russia and the United States. As the Soviets and he boasted of 
their achievement, Yuri made the off-hand comment that he did not see 
God ‘up there,’ a comment made sarcastically to support Communism’s 
atheistic belief system. 

Of course he didn’t find God ‘up there.’ He was like a man traveling in the 
Sahara Desert and saying he couldn’t find any sand. He didn’t know how to 
look. In today’s Word, John tells us, Behold, God’s dwelling is with the 
human race. He will dwell with them and they will be his people and 
God himself will always be with them as their God.

Indeed God lives beyond our human space and time. Our God is present 
throughout the universe. Jesus once said, We have eyes to see but do 
not see. We have ears to hear, but do not hear. To help us see God and 
hear God, God chose to come among us in human form. He made his 
dwelling with the human race.

We believe that God dwells among us and within each of us. We are 
temples of God. Someone once saw Mother Teresa care for a dying man 
on a street of Calcutta. She picked the maggots off his sores, washed him, 
and treated him with dignity. She saw in him a beloved of God.

We have many signs of God’s presence among us. Where there is 
goodness, there is God. Where there is beauty, there is God. And the cross 
tells us that where there is sorrow, God is there too. Where there is chaos, 
God is there too. 

We know that God can be found anywhere and everywhere. But we need 
church buildings as visible signs of God’s presence; we build churches as 
special places where we can commune with God. We know that we do not 
have to have a church building to find God, for we are church wherever 2 or 
3 are gathered in Jesus’ name. We are church here in a gymnasium, but it 



is a great blessing to have a place of dignity and beauty, as we had and will 
have again, where we can gather to celebrate, to pray, to give praise and 
thanks to God, a place to be reconciled when our relationships become 
fractured. We need a place to celebrate the important moments of our lives, 
like birth and baptism, our weddings and funerals, special moments and 
ordinary times along the way. We need our regular nourishment in the 
Eucharist. We need a place of refuge, a place to rest in God, and come 
together as a Holy Communion. Our ancestors provided this in a noble 
way. Now is our time. 

For over 3 years we have been struggling with how to do this. Many of you 
have spent countless hours and lots of energy in helping us come to this 
day. We have disagreed and fought, because we care. We have sustained 
a great loss, which always brings us to the cross of Jesus Christ. We 
indeed have been living in real life what we have ritualized in Holy Week 
and Easter. We have carried our cross, hoping for resurrection. Today, the 
groundbreaking is such a resurrection day. 

Let us listen again to God’s Word to us today:

Behold, God’s dwelling is with the human race (with us here). He shall 
dwell with us and we will be his people and God himself will always 
be with us as our God. He will wipe away every tear (there have been 
many) from our eyes, and there will be no more death or mourning, 
wailing or pain, for the old order has passed away….Behold, I make 
all things new.

With all that as happened, may the Holy Spirit, whom Jesus promises anew 
this Pentecost, help us to hear Jesus say to us:

This is how all will know that you are my disciples, if you have love 
for one another.


